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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The Abstract of the Disclosure is objected to because the use of the legal phraseology, 
"disclosed", line 1, is not permitted. Correction is required. See M.P.E.P. § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 7, 14, and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

On lines 1-2 of claims 7, 14 and 21: "the second barcode character value" lacks of 
antecedent basis and is treated as "the first barcode character" and/or "the barcode character" as 
set forth in its independent claim(s) for examination purpose. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nethery III (US 
6,032,863). 

Re claims 1-4, 7, and 22-27: Nethery III teaches a method for forming a barcode 
character, comprising 

determining a number of pixels (bits/dots 51 in fig. 7) associated with forming at least a 
first bar and a second bar (44 's in figs. 7-8) of a first barcode character (40 in fig. 6); 
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determining at least one separation width value (45 in fig. 7) associated with the first bar 
and the second bar based on the number of pixels (e.g., the width space 45 is a three bit/pixel 
column; column 4, lines 19-21); 

generating a second separation width value (47 in fig. 7) based on the at least one 
separation width value (e.g., the width space 47 is a four bit/pixel column while the width space 
45 is a three bit/pixel column; column 4, lines 19-21); and 

forming the barcode character (40) based on the second separation width value (column 
3, line 50 through column 4, line 65). 

Re claims 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 28-30, 38-39, and 47-48: Nethery III teaches the width of 
the at least one separation width value (45) is less than the width of the second separation width 
value (47; see figs. 7-8; column 4, lines 8-31). 

Re claims 8-11, 14-15-18, 31-37, and 40-46: Nethery HI teaches an apparatus for forming 
a barcode character, comprising a processor system (58 in fig. 13) including a memory (61, 62 in 
fig. 13); and instructions/programs (as shown in figures 17-19, column 2, lines 17-39) stored in 
the memory that enable the processor system to: 

determining a number of pixels (bits/dots 51 in fig. 7) associated with forming at least a 
first bar and a second bar (44' s in figs. 7-8) of a first barcode character (40 in fig. 6); 

determining at least one separation width value (45 in fig. 7) associated with the first bar 
and the second bar based on the number of pixels (e.g., the width space 45 is a three bit/pixel 
column; column 4, lines 19-21); 
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generating a second separation width value (47 in fig. 7) based on the at least one 
separation width value (e.g., the width space 47 is a four bit/pixel column while the width space 
45 is a three bit/pixel column; column 4, lines 19-21); and 

forming the barcode character (40) based on the second separation width value (column 
3, line 50 through column 4, line 65). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 49-54 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The best prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest an apparatus for modifying a 
barcode character, comprising a multiplier; an adder coupled to the multiplier, wherein the adder 
and the multiplier are configurable to determine a first number of pixels associated with a first 
barcode character and a second number of pixels associated with a second barcode character; a 
comparator configurable to compare the first number of pixels to the second number of pixels; 
and a bar modifier configurable to modify the first barcode character based on the comparison of 
the first number of pixels and the second number of pixels. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
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respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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